Audition Research
Mamma Mia: The Musical
The Mamma Mia musical that was written by British Playwright, Catherine Johnson.  The background of the musical follows the main lead, Donna Sheridan, who moved away to an island in Greece named Kalokaini before finding out she was pregnant and raising her daughter as a single mother, not knowing who the father of Sophie was. Throughout the musical, Sophie is desperately wanting to find who her father is, as she was getting married and wanted her father to walk her down the isle so after finding Donna’s diary, she sends letters out to the three possible men that could be her father without Donna’s knowledge. The musical consists of Donna trying to keep the men, Harry, Bill and Sam away from Sophie, and Sophie hiding that it was her who invited them until near the back end of the musical. By the end of the musical, Sophie is still unaware of who her father is, however she does get some closure when Donna falls back in love with Sam and they get married at the end of the musical.
This musical was based on the sings written by ABBA, a Swedish band, who’s songs are heavily involved in the musical, and the title of the musical being taken from their 1975 chart topper ‘Mamma Mia’. The project idea came from the producer, Judy Crayman who met with the singers of ABBA, Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Anderson in 1963 after realising the potential for a theatrical production of the songs, and while the singers were not opposed to the idea, they also weren’t entirely enthusiastic about it either. After the meeting, Crayman assigned Catherine Johnson the role of writing the script for the musical in 1997 and then in 1998, Phylida Lloyd was given the director role for the musical. 

On April 6 1999, the musical opened on the West End at the Prince Edward Theatre in London and then later transferred to the Prince of Wales Theatre on June 9 2004 and ran until September 2012. It was then moved back to London, this time playing at the Novella Theatre. 

Donna Sheridan
For the audition role, I chose to play Donna Sheridan. I chose Donna because she is one of the main characters in this musical and for our FMP I would like to push myself into doing a mail role, so playing Donna will give me a good practice for this.
 Donna Sheridan (later Donna Carmichael), is introduced in this musical as the owner and manager of Villa Bella in the Greek Island Kalokairi. Donna is a single mother to her daughter Sophie Sheridan, who has been raised well by Donna, as she has 3 possible fathers who don’t know about her until she is 20. 
While having a fun and free-spirted personality with a reckless side, Donna is also very hard working and her responsibilities for the Villa Donna and her daughter often means that she has to make sacrifices for any luxuries she may want for herself. 
When Donna was younger, she was a very fun-loving, reckless and passionate person however that was quickly changed when managing and owning her hotel. It quickly made her into a wiser and stronger person while still being independent, selfless and a good friend.

Audition Scene
 For our audition we are doing the scene where Donna’s friends Tanya, played by Aliyah, and Rosie, played by Anastasia, come to visit her on the island before Sophies, played by Rose, wedding. Donna shows them around her hotel and introduces them to Sky, played by Lucas, who is Sophie’s fiancé and her assistant Eddie, played back Jack. The scene is three friends who have been friends for multiple years getting together for a wedding and reminiscing on their past. 
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